CONFRONTING CRISIS

TURNING POINTS IN HISTORICAL MOMENTS, TRADITIONS, & CATEGORIES
16TH ANNUAL GRADUATE HISTORY SYMPOSIUM
MAY 7–8, 2020, UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO

The word crisis appears frequently in our news & popular discourse today: climate crisis, opioid crisis, constitutional crisis, refugee
crisis, even crises in the historical field. All represent either real or imagined breakdowns & renegotiations of relationships,
identities, & power structures. People & places of the past were no strangers to crisis; it is with these moments & periods of
rupture & change, both in history & in the making of history, with which this conference seeks to engage. We approach the idea
of crisis in its broadest sense: as an irreversible point of decision.
Please join us for the 16th Annual Graduate History Symposium to be held on May 7–8, 2020 in the Department of History at
the University of Toronto. The conference will feature a keynote presentation by Professor Alex Alvarez from Northern Arizona
University, professor of criminology & criminal justice & author of Unstable Ground: Climate Change, Conflict and Genocide (2017)
as well as a scholars’ roundtable & social mixer. We welcome participants from a multitude of disciplines to submit a paper or
panel proposal that explores what is both alarming & potentially generative about the theme of crisis. Topics to consider include,
but are not limited to:
Histories of revolutions
Environmental history
Famine, hunger, food insecurity
Histories of race & ethnicity

Histories of (De)colonization
Disasters & social crises
Violence, conflict, & genocide
Migration, mobility, & diasporas

We also welcome papers that consider current crises in the
discipline of history more broadly, & how we might best respond
to them. These might include:
Decolonizing historical methods & pedagogy
Academic job precarity
Declining enrollments
History in popular discourse
Media (film, television, literature)
Interdisciplinary work
Shifting learning & reading practices
Funding & research politics
The role of history in politics
Please submit a 250-word proposal & a short biographical
sketch to aghstoronto@gmail.com by Monday February 17,
2020. Successful submissions will be notified in mid-March
2020. The deadline for paper submissions for the Past Tense
essay prize is Monday April 15. For more information, please
visit aghstoronto.com or contact aghstoronto@gmail.com.

Memory & remembering
Histories of technology
Borders & Borderlands
Public History

